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Press Release
TOP EXECS USING WORK HOURS TO SEARCH FOR NEW JOBS
Thursday 3pm peak hour for skiving

London, UK — 19 February 2009 — According to research released today by the UK’s leading
executive jobs website, Experteer.co.uk, the busiest hour for online job searches is 3pm on a
Thursday. The results suggested that most of the job hunting is done during work hours, with
employees making the most of free internet in the workplace. The research is based on the search
records of over 600,000 active members of Experteer across the UK, Germany, France, Italy and
Switzerland.

The study of job searching trends across Europe found that most job hunters are using their mid-
afternoon coffee breaks to scour the internet for job opportunities, with 3pm being the most
popular time of day almost universally in Europe. Germany is the only country where most searching
is done only slightly earlier, immediately after lunchtime at 2pm. In the UK, almost a quarter (24%)
of job hunters look for jobs online after their lunch break, between 2pm and 4pm GMT. The
morning is consistently a quieter period across Europe, with only 17% searching between 9am and
11am GMT in the UK.

Peak day and time for searching for jobs according to country:

France Italy Switzerland | Germany UK
Time (local times) | 3pm 3pm 3pm 2pm 3pm
Day Monday Tuesday Tuesday Wednesday | Thursday

The study found that even in the economic downturn, job seekers prefer to keep their weekends
free for personal time, with Saturdays and Sundays remaining the least popular days for job hunting
across Europe. Less than one in five searches is done at weekends in the UK (15%), Germany (15%),
France (18%) and Switzerland (18%), and less than a quarter in Italy (23%). Considerably fewer
searches are also done on Fridays in all of the countries, suggesting job hunters are busy planning
their weekends or tying off the working week.

Experteer’s study has also found that executives in different European countries spend varying
amounts of time online in each job hunting session. Job hunters in the UK tend to spend an average
of 4 minutes on each session whilst those in Italy spend just less than 5 minutes searching for jobs
online in each session. This also varies according to the time of year, with job hunters spending
considerably less time searching at the end of the year. Longer search time was recorded across
Europe in Jan, suggesting job searchers are more active in looking for a chance in the New Year.
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Time spent searching for jobs (in seconds)
UK Germany | France | Switzerland | Italy
Jan 240 264 276 274 281
Dec 206 253 240 245 255
Nov 226 274 275 267 269
Oct 238 285 286 284 262

Torsten Muth, Managing Director of Experteer.co.uk, commented: “Our research suggested that
execs tend to use their 5-minute coffee break at work to browse online for job opportunities, which
doesn’t strike me as the most effective approach. We’ve seen plenty of executive roles in the market,
although people might not have expected this in the current economic climate. Execs just have to
spend more time to look further for the most suitable next move, as there are still plenty of excellent
opportunities out there.

We also advise our members to spare more time during the evenings or weekends to look for the
executive opportunities, when they are not under pressure or time restraints. Rushing through job
ads at work will only increase people’s stress level, especially when they are worried about being
seen to be looking for another job.”

-Ends-

About Experteer

Experteer, the leading online executive jobs website in the UK and across Europe, features more
than 50,000 job opportunities at salaries above £50,000 and a network of 4,500 approved
headhunters. This premium service is aimed at experienced executives who are either planning their
next career move, or simply wanting to monitor the job market and their own market value. Job
opportunities available to subscribed members have been selected by a team of independent
analysts, who constantly research the market, then classify each job and apply a salary benchmark.
Experteer's proprietary Career Matching System alerts each of the current 650,000 European
members to positions that correspond to their qualifications, experience and career goals, including
relevant opportunities in new industries, functions, or at new management levels. The online career
service also provides free job advertising and valuable networking opportunities for headhunters.

Experteer was founded in July 2005 by Holtzbrinck Ventures GmbH, a subsidiary of the Georg von
Holtzbrinck publishing group, and is headquartered in Munich. The UK office is based in London.
Further information can be found at www.experteer.co.uk or at the service's domain name for each
country in which it operates: .de/.ch/.at/.fr/.it/.be/.com.



