
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Mobile VoIP start-u p  T ru p h on e sec u res E u rop ean  tec h  
sec tor’ s larg est S eries A  f u n d in g  of  2 0 0 6  
London, UK, January 9th 2 0 0 7 :  M ob i l e  I nte rne t te l e p h ony s tart-up  T rup h one  today 
announc e d a f undi ng  round of  £ 1 2 . 5  m i l l i on ( $ 2 4 . 5 m ) .  T h e  round i s  th e  E urop e an 
te c h nol og y s e c tor’ s  l arg e s t S e ri e s  A  v e nture  f undi ng  of  2 0 0 6 .  I t w as  l e d b y 
W e l l i ng ton P artne rs  ( a l e adi ng  p an-E urop e an V C ) , w i th  I nde p e nde nt N e w s  &  
M e di a ( a g l ob al  m e di a g roup )  and B urda D i g i tal  V e nture s  ( a g l ob al  m e di a g roup )  
j oi ni ng  e x i s ti ng  i nv e s tors  E de n V e nture s  and b us i ne s s  ang e l s .  

I n 2 0 0 6  T rup h one  i ntroduc e d i nte rne t te l e p h ony ( ‘ V oI P ’ )  to m as s  m ark e t m ob i l e  
p h one s , e nab l i ng  us e rs  to m ak e  f re e  c al l s  f rom  th e i r h ands e ts  to oth e r T rup h one  
us e rs  and l ow  i nte rne t-rate  c al l s  to any te l e p h one  w orl dw i de .  I n l ate  2 0 0 6  th i s  
w as  e x te nde d to f re e  p h one  c al l s  to a rang e  of  V oI P  s e rv i c e s .  

T h e  ne w  f undi ng  w i l l  p rov i de  T rup h one  w i th  re s ourc e s  to e x e c ute  i ts  v i s i on of  
f undam e ntal l y c h ang i ng  th e  e c onom i c s  of  m ob i l e  c om m uni c ati ons  and p rov i di ng  
re v ol uti onary ne w  s e rv i c e s  to m ob i l e s , i nc re as i ng  th e  b as e  of  h ands e ts  i t s up p orts  
and l aunc h i ng  th e  T rup h one  s e rv i c e  ac ros s  th e  g l ob e .  T h i s  w i l l  c re ate  a w orl dw i de  
M ob i l e  I nte rne t N e tw ork  O p e rator p rov i di ng  a c ri ti c al  m as s  of  c us tom e rs  w i th  a 
f re e / l ow -c os t al te rnati v e  to c onv e nti onal  c e l l ul ar ne tw ork  s e rv i c e  p rov i de rs .  

Joe rg  Ue b e rl a of  W e l l i ng ton s ai d:  “ W e  l e d th i s  round of  i nv e s tm e nt b e c aus e  w e  
h av e  f ol l ow e d th e  rap i d ri s e  of  V oI P  on th e  f i x e d-l i ne  ne tw ork  and b e l i e v e  th at 
V oI P  w i l l  now  m ov e  to m ob i l e  de v i c e s .  O th e r p l aye rs  of f e ri ng  f re e / l ow -c os t V oI P -
b as e d te l e p h one  c al l s  re q ui re  th e  us e  of  a P C  or a f i x e d-l i ne  p h one .  T rup h one  i s  
th e  onl y p l aye r th at of f e rs  trul y f re e  m ob i l e -to-m ob i l e  c al l s  ac ros s  th e  w orl d – a 
v e ri tab l e  di s rup ti on.   T h i s  v al ue  p rop os i ti on h as  b e e n p rov e n b y th ous ands  of  
us e rs  w h o are  s p re ad around th e  g l ob e  and w e re  ac q ui re d b y w ord of  m outh  
w i th i n w e e k s  of  th e  l aunc h  of  th e  b e ta v e rs i on. ”  



 “ T rup h one  i s  a M ob i l e  I nte rne t N e tw ork  O p e rator – w e  are  radi c al l y c h ang i ng  th e  
e c onom i c s  of  th e  m ark e t and p rov i di ng  w h ol l y ne w  i nte rne t-e nab l e d s e rv i c e s  to 
c us tom e rs ’  h ands e ts ”  s ai d C E O  Jam e s  T ag g .  “ B y s e c uri ng  th i s  i nv e s tm e nt, w e  
h av e  p as s e d a s i g ni f i c ant m i l e s tone  i n re al i s i ng  our v i s i on. ”  

Joh n M c M oni g al l , T rup h one ’ s  c h ai rm an, s ai d:  “ W e  are  de l i g h te d to h av e  attrac te d 
s uc h  h i g h -c al i b re  i nv e s tors  w h o s h are  our v i s i on of  th e  f uture  of  m ob i l e  
c om m uni c ati ons . ”  

T rup h one ’ s  true  m ob i l e  V oI P  s e rv i c e  e nab l e s  c al l s  to b e  m ade  b e tw e e n m ob i l e  
de v i c e s  e nti re l y f re e  of  c h arg e .  C al l s  are  c arri e d v i a W i -F i  ov e r th e  I nte rne t.  T h e  
c al l  ne e d ne v e r e nte r a re g ul ar p h one  ne tw ork , f i x e d or m ob i l e , m e ani ng  th e re  
are  no op e rator c h arg e s  p ayab l e  e i th e r to m ak e  or re c e i v e  s uc h  a c al l .  

A s  a re s ul t, us i ng  a T rup h one -e nab l e d h ands e t to m ak e  an i nte rnati onal  c al l  f rom  
a W i -F i  h ots p ot ab road c uts  out th e  us ual , e x p e ns i v e , roam i ng  c h arg e s , 
th re ate ni ng  one  of  th e  m aj or s ourc e s  of  re v e nue  f or th e  e x i s ti ng  c e l l ul ar ne tw ork  
op e rators .   

I n addi ti on to l ow e ri ng  c al l  c os ts , T rup h one  us e s  W i -F i  to p rov i de  c om p l e m e ntary 
p s e udo-c e l l ul ar c ov e rag e  i n b l i nds p ots  - 2 6 %  of  p e op l e  i n th e  m aj or E urop e an 
c ountri e s  h av e  p oor/ no c e l l ul ar re c e p ti on at h om e .  

[ e nds ]  

About Truphone – w w w . truphone. c om   
Truphone i s  a  pri v a t el y -ow ned  U K  t ec hnol og y  c om pa ny ,  f ound ed  i n 2 0 0 0  a nd  f und ed  b y  a  m i x t ure 
of  pri v a t e i nv es t m ent  a nd  v ent ure c a pi t a l .  Tod a y ,  Truphone i s  pi oneeri ng  a n a l l -S I P  s ol ut i on t ha t  
ena b l es  m a s s  m a rk et  m ob i l e phone ha nd s et s  t o m a k e f ree a nd  v ery  l ow -c os t  c a l l s  us i ng  V oI P  ov er 
w i rel es s  L A N .   

Truphone’ s  f ound ers ,  i nv es t ors ,  a d v i s ers  a nd  s t a f f  a re d ed i c a t ed  t o t he d ev el opm ent  of  m ob i l e 
i nt ernet  t el ephony  i n t he c a us e of  f reed om  a nd  c hoi c e f or m ob i l e phone us ers .  The c om pa ny  i s  
a l s o c l os el y  i nv ol v ed  w i t h t he open s ourc e c om m uni t y  a nd  i s  d ev el opi ng  Truphone i n a c c ord a nc e 
w i t h i nt erna t i ona l l y -rec og ni s ed  open s t a nd a rd s .  The c om pa ny  ha s  d ev el opm ent  t ea m s  a nd  
pa rt ners  i n l oc a t i ons  a c ros s  F i nl a nd ,  R om a ni a ,  U S A  a nd  t he U K .  I n D ec em b er 2 0 0 6  Truphone w a s  
s el ec t ed  a s  a  ‘ Tec hnol og y  P i oneer f or 2 0 0 7 ’  b y  t he W orl d  E c onom i c  F orum .  

About E d en V entures  - w w w . ed env entures . c o. uk  
E d en V ent ures  i s  a  s pec i a l i s t  ea rl y  s t a g e V ent ure C a pi t a l  F und ,  f orm ed  b y  a  g roup of  s eri a l  
ent repreneurs  w i t h a  s t unni ng  t ra c k  rec ord  of  f ound i ng  a nd  b ui l d i ng  ex c i t i ng  s of t w a re c om pa ni es .  
Thei r s t ra t eg y  i s  t o b a c k  t a l ent ed  peopl e w i t h i d ea s  a nd  i ns i g ht s  i nt o m a rk et s  a nd  t ec hnol og i es ,  
a nd  t o hel p t hem  c rea t e v a l ua b l e s of t w a re c om pa ni es  i n t he t el ec om m uni c a t i ons ,  m ed i a  a nd  
t ec hnol og y  s ec t ors .  E d en V ent ures  ha s  1 0  c om pa ni es  i n i t s  i nv es t m ent  port f ol i o.  F or m ore 
i nf orm a t i on,  c ont a c t  M a rk  F a rm er a t  m a rk . f a rm er@ ed env ent ures . c o. uk  



About W el l i ng ton P a rtners  - w w w . w el l i ng ton-pa rtners . c om   
F ound ed  i n 1 9 9 1 ,  W el l i ng t on P a rt ners  i s  a  l ea d i ng  pa n-E uropea n V C  i nv es t i ng  i n ea rl y -s t a g e I C T 
a nd  l i f e s c i enc e c om pa ni es  a nd  hel pi ng  t hem  b ec om e g l ob a l  l ea d ers  i n t hei r s pec i f i c  m a rk et s .  
W el l i ng t on P a rt ners  c urrent l y  ha s  €  4 5 0  m i l l i on und er m a na g em ent  a nd  t y pi c a l l y  i nv es t s  f rom  
€ 1 m -€ 1 0 m .  To d a t e W el l i ng t on P a rt ners  ha s  i nv es t ed  i n m ore t ha n 8 5  c om pa ni es ,  s el l i ng  a  t hi rd  
of  t hem  a t  a  prof i t ,  i n ei g ht  of  t hes e c a s es  t hroug h a n I P O  

About I nd epend ent N ew s  &  M ed i a  - http: / / w w w . i nm pl c . c om   
I nd epend ent  N ew s  &  M ed i a  P L C  [ ‘ I N M ’ ]  i s  a  l ea d i ng  i nt erna t i ona l  new s pa per a nd  c om m uni c a t i ons  
g roup,  w i t h i t s  m a i n i nt eres t s  i n A us t ra l i a ,  I nd i a ,  I rel a nd ,  N ew  Z ea l a nd ,  S out h A f ri c a  a nd  t he 
U ni t ed  K i ng d om .   The G roup pub l i s hes  ov er 1 7 5  new s pa per a nd  m a g a z i ne t i t l es ,  d el i v eri ng  a  
c om b i ned  w eek l y  c i rc ul a t i on of  ov er 3 1  m i l l i on c opi es .  I t  i s  t he l a rg es t  ra d i o opera t or a nd  out d oor 
a d v ert i s i ng  opera t or i n A us t ra l a s i a  a nd  a l s o ha s  l ea d i ng  out d oor a d v ert i s i ng  pos i t i ons  i n H ong  
K ong ,  M a l a y s i a ,  I nd i a ,  I nd ones i a  a nd  a c ros s  A f ri c a .  I N M  ha s  a  s t rong  a nd  g row i ng  onl i ne 
pres enc e,  w i t h ov er 7 0  ed i t ori a l  a nd  c l a s s i f i ed  s i t es .   The G roup m a na g es  g ros s  a s s et s  of  € 4 . 0  
b i l l i on,  rev enue of  € 1 . 8  b i l l i on a nd  em pl oy s  a pprox i m a t el y  1 0 , 3 0 0  peopl e w orl d w i d e.  F urt her 
i nf orm a t i on i s  a v a i l a b l e on t he G roup’ s  w eb s i t e w w w . i nm pl c . c om  

About B urd a  D i g i ta l  V entures  - http: / / w w w . burd a d i g i ta l . d e/ v entures / s tra teg i e. htm l   
B urd a  D i g i t a l  V ent ures  i s  t he V ent ure C a pi t a l  a rm  of  H ub ert  B urd a  M ed i a ,  one of  G erm a ny ' s  
l ea d i ng  m ed i a  c om pa ni es .  B urd a  D i g i t a l  V ent ures  i s  c om m i t t ed  t o b ui l d i ng  out s t a nd i ng  c om pa ni es  
i n t he D i g i t a l  S pa c e t og et her w i t h t he b es t  ent repreneuri a l  t a l ent  a v a i l a b l e.  S i nc e 1 9 9 9  t he 
c om pa ny  ha s  i nv es t ed  i n m ore t ha n 3 0  c om pa ni es  t ha t  t od a y  d ef i ne t hei r res pec t i v e m a rk et s  i n 
t erm s  of  a ppl i ed  t ec hnol og y ,  c us t om er d ed i c a t i on a nd  s peed .  C om b i ned  t urnov er of  t he c urrent  2 1  
port f ol i o c om pa ni es  i n 2 0 0 6  w i l l  s urpa s s  U S $  3 9 0  m i l l i on.  

 

M ed i a  c onta c t ( Truphone)  
Ti m  D onnel l y  S m i t h,  B ot h B a rrel s  C om m uni c a t i ons  L t d .  
Tel .  + 4 4  7 6 2 4  0 0 0 2 7 5  ( Truphone) ,  em a i l :  t i m d s @ b b c om m s . c o. uk   
 
 
 


