
openBC hits the 1 million member 
ma rk  
Hamburg - J an uary  3 1 ,  2 0 0 6  - o p e n B C ,  t h e  f o re mo s t  o n l i n e  
n e t w o rk i n g p l at f o rm i n  E uro p e  an d  A s i a f o r p ro f e s s i o n al  an d  
s e c ure  c o n t ac t  man age me n t ,  t o d ay  an n o un c e d  t h at  i t  h as  
bro k e n  t h ro ugh  t h e  1 -mi l l i o n -me mbe r barri e r.  T h i s  mi l e s t o n e  
mark s  t h e  rap i d  ri s e  o f  o p e n B C  t o  a p o w e rf ul  n e t w o rk i n g t o o l  
w i t h  mas s  gl o bal  ap p e al .  I t s  ran ge  o f  e f f e c t i v e  n e t w o rk i n g 
f e at ure s  an d  t e c h n o l o gi e s  i s  at t rac t i n g e n o rmo us  n umbe rs  o f  
d i v e rs e  bus i n e s s  p ro f e s s i o n al s ,  as  t h e y  re c o gn i z e  t h e  ad d e d  
v al ue  t h at  o p e n B C  o f f e rs  o v e r o t h e r o n l i n e  p l at f o rms .  L aun c h e d  
i n  N o v e mbe r 2 0 0 3 ,  o p e n B C  c o n t i n ue s  t o  gro w  at  an  e x p o n e n t i al  
rat e ,  w i t h  t h o us an d s  o f  n e w  me mbe rs  f ro m al l  c o un t ri e s  o f  t h e  
w o rl d  j o i n i n g t h e  n e t w o rk  e v e ry  d ay .  
 
L ars  Hi n ri c h s ,  f o un d e r an d  C E O  o f  o p e n B C ,  i s  t h ri l l e d :  “T h e  f ac t  
t h at  t h e  o p e n B C  n e t w o rk  h as  re ac h e d  s e v e n  f i gure s  i s  f an t as t i c  
n e w s  f o r o p e n B C  an d  al l  o f  i t s  me mbe rs .  E v e ry  t i me  a n e w  
me mbe r j o i n s  t h e  o p e n B C  p l at f o rm,  t h e  p o w e r an d  d y n ami s m 
o f  o ur o n l i n e  n e t w o rk i n g c o mmun i t y  gro w s ,  t h us  t h e  p o t e n t i al  
t o  c o n n e c t ,  e x c h an ge  an d  d o  bus i n e s s  w i t h  t rus t e d  p art n e rs  
aro un d  t h e  gl o be  i n c re as e s .  o p e n B C  i s  a d y n ami c ,  v i t al  bus i n e s s  
c o mmun i t y  rat h e r t h an  a d at abas e  f ul l  o f  d e f un c t  p ro f i l e s . "   
  
o p e n B C ’s  t arge t  i s  c l e ar:  t h e  bus i n e s s  n e t w o rk i n g p l at f o rm h as  
s e t  i t s  s i gh t s  o n  h av i n g 1 0  mi l l i o n  me mbe rs  us i n g o p e n B C  
t e c h n o l o gy  by  2 0 0 7  an d  al l  t h e  s i gn s  i n d i c at e  t h at  t h i s  gl o bal  
e x p an s i o n  t arge t  i s  w e l l  w i t h i n  re ac h .  I n  t h e  p as t  s i x  mo n t h s  
al o n e ,  o p e n B C  me mbe rs  h av e  s e n t  o ut  mo re  t h an  1  mi l l i o n  
i n v i t at i o n s  f o r o t h e rs  t o  j o i n  t h e  o p e n B C  c o mmun i t y  – a 
t e s t ame n t  t o  me mbe r s at i s f ac t i o n  an d  a k e y  i n d i c at o r o f  
o p e n B C ’s  s uc c e s s f ul  bus i n e s s  mo d e l  an d  n e t w o rk i n g p h i l o s o p h y .  
T h e  s e c re t  be h i n d  o p e n B C ’s  p o p ul ari t y  c an  be  f o un d  i n  t h e  l e v e l  
o f  n e t w o rk i n g ac t i v i t y  o n  t h e  p l at f o rm.  W i t h  up  t o  1 5 , 0 0 0  us e rs  
o n l i n e  at  an y  o n e  t i me  an d  a t o t al  o f  1 5 0  mi l l i o n  p age  
i mp re s s i o n s  ge n e rat e d  e v e ry  mo n t h ,  i t  i s  c l e ar t h at  me mbe rs  
t ak e  f ul l  ad v an t age  o f  t h e i r ac c e s s  t o  t h e  o p e n B C  gl o bal  
bus i n e s s  c o mmun i t y ,  an d  e x p l o i t  t h e  un i q ue  ran ge  o f  
n e t w o rk i n g f e at ure s  av ai l abl e  t o  e n h an c e  an d  s t re aml i n e  t h e i r 
o w n  p e rs o n al  n e t w o rk s .     
    
O p e n ,  s e c ure  &  gl o c al :  t h e  w i n n i n g p h i l o s o p h y  f o r 1  mi l l i o n  
us e rs   
M e mbe rs  re c o gn i z e  t h e  v al ue  o f  t h e  o p e n  an d  s e c ure  
n e t w o rk i n g e t h o s  o n  t h e  p l at f o rm w h e n  i t  c o me s  t o  bui l d i n g a 



s t ro n g e l e me n t  o f  t rus t  s o  c ruc i al  i n  bus i n e s s  re l at i o n s h i p s .  B ut  
me mbe rs  al s o  v al ue  t h e  o p p o rt un i t y  t o  c o n t ro l  t h e i r o w n  l e v e l  
o f  p ri v ac y .  A n d  w h i l s t  gl o bal  bus i n e s s  re l at i o n s  c o n t i n ue  t o  gro w  
i n  s i gn i f i c an c e ,  o p e n B C  re c o gn i z e s  t h at  mo s t  bus i n e s s  d e al s  are  
s t i l l  c o n d uc t e d  l o c al l y .  T h at ’s  w h y  t h e  o p e n B C  p l at f o rm i s  
av ai l abl e  i n  1 6  l an guage s ,  al l o w i n g me mbe rs  t o  n e t w o rk  an d  
c o n d uc t  bus i n e s s  d e v e l o p me n t  o n  an  i n t e rn at i o n al  bas i s ,  as  w e l l  
as  i n  p ure l y  l o c al  mark e t s .   
  
A d d e d -v al ue  n e t w o rk i n g  
I n  t e rms  o f  t h e  n umbe r o f  s e arc h e s  c arri e d  o ut  p e r mo n t h ,  
o p e n B C  i s  t h e  i n t e rn at i o n al  f ro n t run n e r:  me mbe rs  c o n d uc t  
mo re  t h an  1 7  mi l l i o n  s e arc h e s  o n  t h e  s i t e  e v e ry  mo n t h  – mo re  
t h an  o n  an y  o t h e r o n l i n e  bus i n e s s  p l at f o rm.  T h e  2 , 5 0 0  o p e n B C  
gro up s  are  e q ual l y  p o p ul ar,  w i t h  me mbe rs  p o s t i n g up  t o  
1 0 0 , 0 0 0  art i c l e s  a mo n t h  w h e re  t h e y  s h are  i n f o rmat i o n  an d  
e x c h an ge  i n s i gh t s  w i t h  i n d us t ry  e x p e rt s .  T h e  d y n ami s m o f  t h e  
p l at f o rm i s  n o t  j us t  c o n f i n e d  t o  c y be rs p ac e  e i t h e r,  w i t h  
me mbe rs  o rgan i z i n g t h o us an d s  o f  p ubl i c  e v e n t s  v i a o p e n B C  
e v e ry  mo n t h ,  w h e re  t h e y  c an  n e t w o rk  w i t h  e x i s t i n g an d  n e w  
bus i n e s s  c o n t ac t s  o n  a re al -l i f e ,  p e rs o n al  l e v e l .   
A bo ut  o p e n B C  - o p e n B C  i s  t h e  f o re mo s t  o n l i n e  n e t w o rk i n g 
p l at f o rm i n  E uro p e  an d  A s i a f o r p ro f e s s i o n al  an d  s e c ure  c o n t ac t  
man age me n t .  T h e  p l at f o rm' s  s t ri n ge n t  s e c uri t y  an d  an t i -
mi s c o n d uc t  me as ure s  e n s ure  s af e  n e t w o rk i n g,  c o n t ac t  
man age me n t  an d  e n c ry p t e d  me s s agi n g.  T h e  O p e n  B us i n e s s  
C l ub’s  i n n o v at i v e  n e t w o rk i n g an d  c o mmun i c at i o n  t e c h n o l o gi e s  
are  av ai l abl e  i n  1 6  l an guage s ,  i n c l ud i n g E n gl i s h ,  S p an i s h ,  
F re n c h ,  D ut c h ,  R us s i an ,  J ap an e s e  an d  C h i n e s e .  W i t h  me mbe rs  
i n  o v e r 2 0 0  c o un t ri e s ,  o p e n B C  o f f e rs  a t rul y  gl o bal  re ac h .   
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