
openBC launches Premium Groups: The 
premium solut ion f or online communit y  
manag ement  
Hamburg - M ay  1 6 ,  2 0 0 6  - T h e  gl o bal  busi n e ss n e t w o rk  o p e n B C  t o d ay  
an n o un c e s t h e  l aun c h  o f  a n e w  c o mmun i t y  man age me n t  so l ut i o n :  t h e  
o p e n B C  P re mi um G ro up s,  d e v e l o p e d  f o r maj o r gl o bal  c o mmun i t i e s,  f ro m 
un i v e rsi t y  an d  c o rp o rat e  al umn i  gro up s t o  l e ad i n g busi n e ss magaz i n e s an d  
mul t i n at i o n al  o rgan i z at i o n s.  T h i s n e w  so c i al  so f t w are  o f f e ri n g e n abl e s 
e f f e c t i v e  man age me n t  an d  gro w t h  o f  e x i st i n g c o mmun i t i e s w i t h i n  t h e  
p ro f e ssi o n al  c o n t e x t  o f  o p e n B C .  A s w e l l  as c re at i n g st ro n ge r t i e s w i t h  t h e  
p e o p l e  t h at  mat t e r an d  bran d  e x p o sure  t o  an  i n t e rn at i o n al  busi n e ss 
n e t w o rk ,  P re mi um G ro up s al so  o f f e r sust ai n abl e  busi n e ss mo d e l s f o r 
o p e rat o rs.  
 
Access to all communities with master openBC log in  
E v e n  maj o r o rgan i z at i o n s f ac e  d i f f i c ul t i e s f o rmi n g an d  mai n t ai n i n g c l o se  
c o mmun i t i e s o n l i n e ,  w i t h  use rs re l uc t an t  t o  re gi st e r w i t h  d o z e n s o f  
d i f f e re n t  w e bsi t e s.  o p e n B C  P re mi um G ro up s p ro v i d e  a so l ut i o n  h e re ,  as 
S ari k  W e be r,  o p e n B C ' s V P  C o rp o rat e  S al e s,  e x p l ai n s:  “T h e  n e w  P re mi um 
G ro up  t e c h n o l o gy  i n t e grat e s l arge r o n l i n e  c o mmun i t i e s i n t o  t h e  o p e n  an d  
se c ure  e n v i ro n s o f  o p e n B C .  T h i s i s a maj o r d e v e l o p me n t  i n  o p e n B C ’s 
o f f e ri n g – i t  e n abl e s p re mi um gro up  me mbe rs t o  ac c e ss al l  o f  t h e i r v ari o us 
c o mmun i t i e s w i t h  o n e  mast e r o p e n B C  l o gi n  an d  j ust  o n e  p e rso n al  p ro f i l e  
t o  mai n t ai n . ”  A n d  t h i s i s n o t  j ust  n e t w o rk i n g f o r n e t w o rk i n g’s sak e :  “I t  
w as i mp o rt an t  f o r us t o  gi v e  e x t e rn al  o p e rat o rs t h e  o p p o rt un i t y  t o  ac t ual l y  
mak e  mo n e y  f ro m t h e i r o p e n B C  P re mi um G ro up  as w e l l , ”  e mp h asi z e s 
W e be r.   
  
Brand  ex posure to ov er 1  million prof essionals  
P re mi um G ro up s are  c l o se d  bran d e d  are as o n  o p e n B C ,  e n abl i n g 
c o mmun i t i e s t o  p re se n t  t h e i r gro up  w i t h  i n d i v i d ual  l o go s an d  grap h i c s.  
B e si d e s st re n gt h e n i n g c o mmun i t i e s’ i d e n t i t y ,  t h i s o n l i n e  bran d  p re se n c e  i s 
an  i n v al uabl e  w ay  o f  bo o st i n g v i si bi l i t y ,  bui l d i n g aw are n e ss an d  c re d i bi l i t y  
w i t h i n  t h e  w i d e r o p e n B C  c o mmun i t y .  P re mi um G ro up  l o go s are  d i sp l ay e d  
o n  me mbe rs’ o p e n B C  c o n t ac t  p age  as w e l l ,  gi v i n g c o mmun i t i e s t h e  o p t i o n  
o f  p ro mo t i n g t h e mse l v e s an d  ac q ui ri n g n e w  t arge t e d  p ro f e ssi o n al s v i a t h e  
p l at f o rm.   
  
I ncreased  activ ity  f or closer ties  
F i gure s d e t ai l i n g t h e  l e v e l  o f  o p e n B C  ac t i v i t y  sp e ak  f o r t h e mse l v e s:  7 0 %  
o f  me mbe rs h av e  l o gge d  i n  t o  t h e  p l at f o rm w i t h i n  t h e  p ast  3 0  d ay s,  
ge n e rat i n g o v e r 2 0 0  mi l l i o n  p age  i mp re ssi o n s d uri n g t h i s p e ri o d .  P re mi um 
G ro up  o p e rat o rs c an  re ac h  t h e i r me mbe rs o n  o p e n B C ,  rat h e r t h an  w ai t i n g 
f o r t h e m t o  l o g i n  o n  t h e i r si t e .  A n d  w h at ’s mo re :  M e mbe rs’ d at a i s k e p t  
aut o mat i c al l y  up -t o -d at e ,  as o p e n B C  use rs up d at e  t h e i r i n d i v i d ual  p ro f i l e s 
o n  a c o n t i n uo us basi s.  T h i s i s ad v an t age o us f o r c o mp an i e s,  o rgan i z at i o n s 
an d  i n st i t ut i o n s,  al l o w i n g t h e m t o  c o n n e c t  an d  re mai n  i n  c o n t ac t  w i t h  t h e i r 
e n t i re  c o mmun i t y  o n  a p e rman e n t  basi s.   
  
G enuine innov ation f or memb ers’  network ing  potential  
I t  i s n o  c o i n c i d e n c e  t h at  o p e n B C  i s o n e  o f  t h e  f ast e st -gro w i n g busi n e ss 



n e t w o rk i n g c o mmun i t i e s o n  t h e  w e b – w i t h  me mbe rs be n e f i t i n g f ro m n e w  
f e at ure s an d  t e c h n o l o gi e s l aun c h e d  o n  a w e e k l y  basi s.  P re mi um G ro up s 
w i l l  be  c o n t i n uo usl y  ad ap t e d  an d  o p t i mi z e d  t o  me e t  c o mmun i t y ’s 
i n d i v i d ual  n e e d s i n  p re c i se l y  t h e  same  w ay .   
  
T he f irst P remium G roups - Client v iews on the prod uct  
  
Accenture  
" A c c e n t ure  p l ac e s f o c us o n  bui l d i n g a d y n ami c  ( al umn i )  n e t w o rk ,  w h i c h  i s 
w h y  w e  d e c i d e d  t o  l aun c h  an  o p e n B C  P re mi um G ro up .  W e  c o n t i n uo usl y  
st ri v e  f o r suc c e ss o n  t h e  G e rman  mark e t  t o ge t h e r w i t h  o ur e mp l o y e e s an d  
c l i e n t s.  W e  saw  t h e  p o t e n t i al  f o r f urt h e r e n h an c i n g t h e se  e f f o rt s by  me an s 
o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n t  n e t w o rk i n g ac i t i v i t y  t h at  i s e n abl e d  i n  o ur P re mi um G ro up .  
W e  h av e  f o un d  an  i d e al  p art n e r i n  o p e n B C  - a l e ad i n g p ro v i d e r i n  t h e  
i n t e rn at i o n al  busi n e ss n e t w o rk i n g se c t o r.  T h i s p art n e rsh i p  p ut s o ur 
c o mp an y  p o l i c y  " Hi gh  p e rf o rman c e .  D e l i v e re d "  i n t o  p rac t i c e . "    
Dr. Stephan Scholtissek, spokesperson f or the m anag em ent b oard , 
A ccentu re G erm any   
  
M cK insey   
" F o r bo t h  st ud e n t s an d  y o un g p ro f e ssi o n al s i t  h as be c o me  i n c re asi n gl y  
mo re  i mp o rt an t  t o  c o n n e c t  t h ro ugh  n e t w o rk s ac ro ss d i sc i p l i n e s an d  
i n d ust ri e s.  F o r t h i s,  t h e  " S t ud e n t e n sp i e ge l "  P re mi um G ro up  o f f e rs t h e  
i d e al  p l at f o rm.  I t s me mbe rs c o me  f ro m a w i d e  ran ge  o f  ac ad e mi c  an d  
p ro f e ssi o n al  bac k gro un d s an d  f o rm an  i n t e rn at i o n al  an d  d y n ami c  
c o mmun i t y .  I n  t h i s re sp e c t ,  me mbe rs w i l l  be n e f i t  gre at l y  f ro m be i n g p art  
o f  t h e  n e t w o rk  – t h ro ugh o ut  t h e i r st ud i e s,  l e ad i n g i n t o  t h e  st art  o f  t h e i r 
c are e rs an d  d uri n g t h e i r f ut ure  p ro f e ssi o n al  d e v e l o p me n t . "   
Dr. N ina W essels, Director of  R ecru iting , M cK insey  &  C om pany   
  
AI E S E C  
" A I E S E C  h as be e n  o f f e ri n g a p l at f o rm f o r e x c h an ge  f o r st ud e n t s an d  
c o mp an i e s aro un d  t h e  gl o be  f o r o v e r f i f t y  y e ars.  T h e  o p e n B C  P re mi um 
G ro up  i s t h e  i d e al  p l at f o rm c o n n e c t i n g o ur ac t i v e  an d  f o rme r me mbe rs 
w i t h  o n e  an o t h e r o n  a w o rl d w i d e  sc al e . "   
L arissa M ischke, C hairm an of  A I E SE C  in G erm any  
A bo ut  o p e n B C  - o p e n B C  i s o n e  o f  t h e  w o rl d ’s l e ad i n g o n l i n e  busi n e ss 
n e t w o rk i n g c o mmun i t i e s.  M o re  t h an  a mi l l i o n  n e t w o rk e rs aro un d  t h e  gl o be  
use  o p e n B C  t o  d e e p e n  t h e i r p ro f e ssi o n al  re l at i o n sh i p s ac ro ss al l  i n d ust ri e s 
an d  e x p an d  t h e i r n e t w o rk .  o p e n B C  e n abl e s i t s ac t i v e  me mbe rs t o  d i sc o v e r 
i n t e re st i n g c o n t ac t s an d  n e w  busi n e ss o p p o rt un i t i e s,  as w e l l  as 
mai n t ai n i n g t h e i r p ro f e ssi o n al  c o n t ac t s.  T h e  mo st  v ari e d  c ul t ure s f ro m 
aro un d  t h e  w o rl d  – un i t e d  by  t h e  1 6  l an guage s av ai l abl e  o n  o p e n B C  – 
t o ge t h e r w i t h  t h e  c o mmun i t y ’s o p e n  n e t w o rk i n g p h i l o so p h y ,  c re at e s a 
un i q ue  e n v i ro n me n t  f o r e n h an c i n g t h e  suc c e ss o f  e ac h  an d  e v e ry  o p e n B C  
me mbe r.  w w w . o p e n bc . c o m  
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